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SOCIAL CREDIT SECRETARIAT

LECTURES AND STUDIES
SECTION

Constitution
(1) The Lectures and Studies Section is constituted a sub-

department of the Department of Information of the Social Credit
Secretariat.

(2) The responsible officer is a Director responsible to the Deputy
Chairman.

(3) Services to the Section are voluntary.

(4) Organisation of the Section is based upon the geographical
distribution of groups of individuals collectively affiliated to the Social
Credit Secretariat, and upon the acceptance of individual responsibility
to the Director for Lectures and Studies for the effective delivery and
management of the courses.

DeputyChairman: Tudor J. Jones,Sc.D.,M.D.,(Glasgow), F.R.S.E.-
Director for Lectures and Studies: Mrs. B. M. Palmer, B.A. (Lond.).

Ordinances
i. Courses. There shall be an elementary and an advanced course

of study: Course A and Course B.
For Course A, classes will be held where suitable arrangements

can be made, and where not fewer than twelve persons apply for
instruction.

For Course B, classes will not be held. The required course of
study covers a wide range, and is subject to special conditions.
(See Ordinance ii below).

ii. Admission to Courses. Students seeking admission to Course
A shall

(1) Signify their intention of making at least four-fifths of the
possible attendances at lectures, and of completing such other work
of the class as may be required by the lecturer, and

(2) Pay the prescribed fee.
(See further the announcement at the end of this volume:

" Note on Courses.")

l ' k
They may further be required to furnish evidence that they are

1 ely to profit by the instruction given.
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Students seeking to enter upon Course B shall be required to ha,:e
passed the prescribed Examination terminating Course A, unless thIS
formality is dispensed with by Regulation applying to their special
case, and to fulfil such other Regulations as may be in force at the time
of their entry for Examination.

(See further the announcement at the end of this volume: "Note
on Courses.")

iii. Diplomas. There shall be two degrees of qualification: an
Associate's Diploma and a Fellow's Diploma.

iv. Examinations. (a) Subject to the provisions contained in the
Ordinances, diplomas will be granted to those who have satisfied
the examiners appointed by the Social Credit Secretariat concerning
their proficiency.

(b) Diplomas issued shall not be valid unless signed by Major
C. H. Douglas, or by someone else nominated by him for the exercise
of this power.

(c) For the protection of the public and to safeguard the prestige
of diploma-holders, it shall be within the power of Major C. H.
Douglas, or of someone else nominated by him to exercise it on his
behalf, to withdraw any diploma at any time, and to announce his
action publicly in such manner as he deems expedient.

(d) Candidates for examination in Grade A may be admitted
on payment of the prescribed fee covering the expenses of their
examination, whether they have attended the prescribed course or not.
If successful, such candidates shall be admitted to the proper degree
of qualification subject to the provisions of paragraphs a, b, and c
of this Ordinance.

(e) Candidates for examination in Grade B may be admitted
on payment of the prescribed fee and compliance with the Regulations
in force at the time of entry.

Lecturers. Appointed lecturers shall have individual responsibility
to the Director for securing satisfactory attendance upon the courses
of lectures they deliver, and the concordance of the instruction given
with the order, extent and accuracy of the instruction prescribed,
to the extent that the due preparation of students for examination
is dependent upon such concordance. They shall further be
responsible for the organisation ofthe courses they deliver and for the
supply of such information relating thereto as may be required by
the Director.

v.

vi. Lecture Period. The term lecture shall mean instruction for one
hour by an approved lecturer, and tutorial work for a further period
of one hour.

2

I,

vii. Order and Discipline. Lecturers are empowered to secure the
retirement of any student whose conduct is disturbing to the order
of the class or to the satisfactory prosecution of the work of the class.

Fees

Class fee, Course A
Course B
Examination fee (Grade A and Grade B)
.See, however, Ordinances iv(d).

£1 10 O'
None
10 6
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SYLLABUS
Introduction

Great care is necessary in introducing this course of lectures to the
public and to students.

Social. Credit has been the subject of study and propaganda for many
years, but was not until January, 1937, the subject of organised
exposition, instruction, and examination.

The propagandist aims to achieve the spread of ideas, whether
right or wrong, tending to promote some action which he desires.
The student tries to gain correct ideas. The word means different
things to different people, or different things to the same people at
different times. It may mean correspondence with the idea entertained
by someone in a position of authority, or an idea which what we call
our minds cannot dispel, or an idea which is right in the sense that it
leads in execution to the attainment of a desired result. That is what
is meant here by a correct idea. The efficiency of the propagandist
rests upon the formation of at least some correct ideas (in this sense) :
i.e., it is dependent upon at least some study. But this study may best
be study of the means of propagating ideas in general, or of a particular
idea the spread of which the propagandist desires. He may already
be in possession of that idea, and may not need to study to acquire it.

Undoubtedly a wide spread of certain ideas would facilitate the
Social Credit propagandist's labours; but it is questionable whether
the spread of these ideas in a sufficiently accurate form can be effected
widely enough and quickly enough to assist him very materially.

On the other hand, it is probable that in the sense in which
knowledge is power, the distribution of as much sound knowledge
as possible would increase the individual's power. The emphasis is
on the soundness, not upon the possible extent of distribution. The
course is planned in accordance with this guiding principle.

It is not primarily designed to assist those who have already
experienced difficulty in understanding what the words" Social Credit "
mean, or the practical proposals of Major Douglas based upon this
understanding. The course may be said to be designed primarily to
give opportunity for instruction to those able and willing to profit by it.

The course, then, aims at as complete instruction as possible in a
limited number of matters concerning Social Credit. All the matters
which concern Social Credit have not yet been investigated. It is the
youngest of studies, though possibly the most vitally important. It
concerns the efficiency of human beings in association (or in society) as
measured in terms of human satisfaction.

A brief note on the method of study is desirable.

4

The lectures were not constructed to take the place of an afternoon's
reading, light or heavy. When first used in 1937 detailed instructions
to lecturers were distributed, and in most cases obeyed, prohibiting
the introduction of irrelevant material and the discussion of the subject-
matter of later lectures in advance of the designed place and time for
its consideration. Each lecture was considered to be more than sufficient
for one week. Lecturers were advised to read each sentence slowly,
without oratorical emphasis, and, if necessary, to repeat it, more or less
in the spirit, and for the reason, that one may read over a telegram, to
make sure that each word receives its due attention. In practice, this
proceeding lasted nearly an hour, and a second hour was spent in
elucidation (not discussion) of points suggested by students. To enforce,
if possible, as deliberate an approach to the study of the lectures,
when they came later to be distributed by post, the rule was established
that only one lecture a fortnight was to go to any student. This account
of previous practice should convey to the reader the attitude of mind
in which he should enter upon the study of the lectures, if he desires
to gain from them an understanding of the principles they are designed
to convey.

COURSE A

LECTURES

Lecture I. Social Credit a fact, not a theory, by definition. Study
aims at the extension of knowledge of the fact and of contributory
facts. Method: direct observation, communication of verifiable
direct observation by others, and orderly presentation of results
gained. Society and association. Definitions. Conflicting tendencies
reflected in current definitions. Elimination of definitions containing
an ideal element.

Society as a complex of observable phenomena. Phenomena: observed
results in nature. All phenomena appear to arise from some mode
of association. Natural modes of association, leading to analysis
of their characteristic results-phenomena.

Lecture 2. The increment of association in its various forms.

Lecture 3. Social instances of the increment. Chief facts associated
with development and transmission of increment. Modern process.
Industry.

Lecture 4. Wealth defined. Sources of wealth (natural; no other
sourc~s demonstrable, but inductive method ready to admit and
descrIbe new sources of wealth as they may appear). Capital.
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Lecture 5. Wealth: negative aspects. Observable limitation upon
human productivity. Sabotage. Restriction of production.

Lecture 6. The notion of cost. Relationship to assessment of efficiency.
The" balance" sheet. Historical avoidance of precision in regard
to the Social Credit.

Lecture 7. Objective comparison with implications of ideal elements
in definitions of society. Policy.

Lec,ture 8. Fundamental notions of a precise nature other than those
already dealt with. Precision in measurement (conformity to exact
standards in a science) largely a matter of choice of relevant standards.
Douglas's use of the notion of "sufficiency." Organisation.

Lecture 9. Organisation and control.

Lecture 10. Control in relation to efficiency. Natural and artificial
(planned) control. Agency of control. Sources of power available
to controlling agent. Some examples analysed.

Lecture II. The" arts" of government.

Lecture 12. Exchange and barter. Simple consequences arising
from introduction of additional terms. Chain barter. Nature of
money.

Lecture 13. Forms of money. Elementary observations on the use
of money in its various forms.

Lecture 14. Price.

Lecture 15. Book-keeping conventions.

Lecture 16. Simple instances of the principle of mechanical similitude
applied to human association: force and momentum in society.
Brief outline of sphere of Social Dynamics.

Lecture 17. Current propaganda assessed from the point of view of
its effect upon the Social Credit.

Lecture 18. Current symbolism in use among financiers. Objective
assessment of the working of the financial system.

Lecture 19. General review of power available to individuals to
affect the Social Credit.

Lecture 20. Conclusion. Suggestions for future study.

6
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Every student should have read carefully the brief Introduction
to this Course.

Our objective is stated there to be "as complete in~tructio~ ~,s
possible in a limited number of matters concermng Soc1al ~red1t ,
and Social Credit is defined as "the efficiency, measured m terms
of human satisfaction, of human beings in association (or in Society)".

The student should study that phrase word by word until he is
satisfied that he is fan1iliar with it. He will soon discover that so far
from being a theory, Social Credit, if it is what the definition indicates,
must be a fact. '"

Let us go over that. "Efficiency ", ~ccording" to Cham~ers's
Dictionary, is "power to produce a result 1ntended . -r:?ere 1S no
other word that offers any difficulty, although the phrase measured
in terms of human satisfaction ", may have an unfamiliar ring. It
means that the power is to be considered as being measured. i~ a
particular way. Let us suppose then, that we can remember the ongmal
definition well enough to repeat it and that in it we substitute the
dictionary meaning of "efficiency" for the word. The expanded
definition is :

"The power of human bein.gs in associatio~ to prod~ce ,~e
result intended, measured In terms of theu satISfactIOn.

You may decide now whether human beings have or have not any such
power: whether two or more persons can help each other to produ~e
a result they intend to produce. If they have no such power, Soc1al
Credit does not exist: if they have it does.

What do we decide? We cannot study something that does not
exist and if we decide that human beings inevitably help each other
to pr~duce a result which they do not intend and do not find satisfactory,
we had better give up, for we have nothing to study.

"Until the present revision (1946>" this sen~ence read ~s, follows :- " He w!l1
soon discover that so far from bemg a belle/, or a rellgwn, or a theory, Social
Credit, if it is what the definition indicates, must be a fact." The words here
italicised have now been removed because, though still true and important,
they tend to conceal the relationship which exists between Social Credit and
not only religion but a particular religious system, namely that variously called
the Christian or Catholic. This relationship, confirmatory (we would say)
of the truth of both the Social Credit and the Trinitarian Philosophy, has been
made evident and clear by experience of the recent development of Social
Credit thought, and is the subject of some passages in a POSTCRIPT at
the end of the Lectures, which bears the same date as the emendation (such
as there has been) of the text. The student is advised to master the argument
of the Lectures before he ventures upon this more advanced territory.
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Social Credit, then, is a fact, not a theory. We shall try in this course
to get to know as much as possible about this power-about every
means of increasing it and every means of diminishing it. The result
will be more power in Our hands to control it, whether we use that
power or not.

How is this plan of extending our knowledge to be carried out?

There is not much doubt that wherever practicable direct observation
is the readiest means of gaining knowledge. That is to say: our own
direct observation. Verifiable direct observation by others may
supplement our own observation. The method we shall follow, therefore,
is direct observation, extended by verifiable observation by others
in combination with the orderly recording of our results.

Essentially this' is what is called the" scientific" method: the
method adopted by Faraday in getting to know many useful things
about electricity: he just watched events happening and wrote down
an account of the precise circumstances in which they happened.

Most scientific studies require a specially constructed laboratory
in which events may be made to happen and may be watched. Social
Credit is no exception; but you need not be disappointed to find
yourself beginning the study of Social Credit in a room, instead of
a laboratory. There is scarcely anything' that will be mentioned here
that you cannot go and tryout in a laboratory-the very specially
constructed laboratory. That laboratory is the civilized world as you
know it, and most of the things you will be asked to watch you already
have watched in one sense or another. It is true you may find that
you have looked at them without seeing them distinctly. Or you may
find yourselves so full of thoughts about them that the things-events-
your thoughts are about have become covered up. There are reasons
for that. They explain why the "power of human beings to produce
the result intended" is so little as it is. They are part, therefore, of the
study of Social Credit.

If we are quite clear in our minds that in studying Social Credit
we are really engaged in making careful and accurate observations
concerning matters of common experience, which we may test over
and over again, we can move forward, We know what it is we are
studying, and we know we are studying it in order to increase our
control over it,

Some of you may not find it easy to proceed in the way suggested-
i.e., by making careful and accurate observations or even to follow
steadily with your mental eye the observations made by someone else.
The method entails a good deal of self-discipline. Really one can learn
to practise the scientific method only by applying it. It is no use
talking about it, Many large and almost unintelligible books have been
written about it: but they contain scarcely more than half-a-dozen
really useful statements about it. It is not very helpful here to say what
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they are, but it may be helpf~l to give a hint concerning the nature of
this difficulty you may expenence. ,

e which is undeniably metaphoncal, once we g.etTo. use langu~g
of the universe fairly into our hands to observe It,any smgle t~rea
fi d that it "pulls" upon some other thread, andwe are certa~~. to
~nci ple which we ought to adopt (because othersthe great gul mg P,

)
,

th t e must never let go evenhave demonstr;t
z
ed Its

't
soundn~~~l ,~spult".w That, simply stated, is awhen we have Je t, as z were,

"fi th d ( hich is ourpro~~)dlY I~mf:J;?~g p~~~~t~r~~i~,c~~~e
c
00?u

0
are ~tudYing ~tmet 0 '. b exact science for the first tIme. There may e

~~l~~~~~rc~he ~r:ciple just referred to; but it i? ver~
i~po,::~~It i~ impossible to fin1

~~::heI~e i~h~f~~e~~~~~j~~I~~~at~:nt~ fromtakmg a fiJm grasphO Yet it is difficult to retain one's grasp veryone
thr;;'e~~ ~o~:;'y temptations to let go, One of the commonestoften. ,

11 d " .
dea" and many a man who has fast hold of a

~~a7I~a~~~~:ta~t:ea~ can be persuaded to let go if an idea so much
as winks at him. Take Care, ,

Now, with our definition still, as it were, in our hands for observatIon,
notice the end of it :

"in association (or, in Society)".
,

" h t' I letters of both words:The letters It~hclse~ are t.
~ ~s~;~

Ia
Why ~ Weare not reallybut one word begms wIth a caplt e,:

words that would landco~cerned
er' e~~g~~~r:;gu' :'e:e:~~ w:x==~erned, ;;scientific peoP

d
le,us m am,

b I W want to get past wor s,with events rather than wIth sym 0
s~m' ewe want to reach events,if we can, through the:n, beyond th ,

Is it ossible, by directexperien~ed as ev~nts d
fu
Ire

lc~~i~:s ~~~~~v~~~iety(or: if you like, aboutobservatIOn, to gam use
association) ?

,

'. I th n thinWe at the present moment, are assocI~tmg, }
h

ere
S
a y,

ty B" 'ff,' the nature of what IS called uman OCIe
~~~t~~~~;~~:srft~~~m this little bit of human ,Society or

a;;ocia~~:,~Let us look for it. If we find it, we find th~ dIfference,
.

we
safind it we can only say we have found no dif(~r.ence.,We

ca~n~t" Jmore than that, This is what is called the m~uctlve met 0
,

proceeding It brings to light facts that matter, Jl1stead Qf assumIng
that all th~t matters is already contained in some general

stat~me::rWe are looking for facts that matter, and we had ~ett~r behave m t s
way. We should, of course, test everything that IS said fo~ ou~selv~~
Some matters may take a long time to test. For example, It,wIlI ta
a long time to test the statement that nothing is disco:rerable 111hu~an
Society that establishes an essential difference between It and the socleti'
let us say, of two families on an island, excepting the ,n~mber

;1 pee:.
~concerned and the variety of their modes of assocIatIOn. 0 0 e
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difference has been discovered so far, and on that account we are
!~stified in sa>:in~ a~,present that the phrases" human society" and

human aSSOCIatIon mean exactly the same thing, that one is as good
as the other and that whenever we refer to one we might call it by the
name of ~he other. If human society were stricken by some sudden
strange dIsease and were reduced to a bare half dozen individuals
instead of the 2,000. millions who at present inhabit the earth, SocietY
would not ,necessanly be destroyed. It would still continue to be
human SocIety, pr~vided that the six individuals co-operated with one
another ~or unconscIOusly affect~d one another if only in a single instance.
The vanety of ways of co-operatmg would have been reduced in number'
the a.ssociations of t~e six people would be changed: but they might:
and If they were WIse they would, still be six associating people in
other words, a human society. '

We have mentioned association and modes of association without
?~ding out .what it means to ass?cia~e or whether, whatever it may be,
It IS.something th~t can b~ done m dIfferent ways. The word is Latin:
Soczus, a. C?mp~nIOn. It.lS not profitable, however, to begin the study
of aSSO~latI°I?-m the hIghly complex instance provided by human
compamonshlp.

Inspection suggests we shoU;ldfind it ~°II?-poundedof several, perhaps
a very large number of subordmate aSSOCiatIOns,or modes of association
!--et us begin wi~, something easier, !O~ even an apparently simpl~mstance of assocIatIOn, e.g., the assocIatIOn, or " companionship" of
two a~ples on one 'plate, may revea~ unexl2ected features. Unprofitable
study 1~to be avoIded; yet no pomt whIch may prove to have value
or slg~lficanc~ must be ~llow~d to pass unnoticed. Each apple seems
to .be ImperatIvely restncted m definable ways by the presence in its
nelghbourhood of the other apple. If,o.ne apple occupies one position,
the other cannot occupy the same posltIOn at the same time: if either
appl~ is ~o:,ed, its movements must have a continuous but changing
relatIOnship 1?-regard to the other :. if both are apparently at rest, they
~everth~less mfluence each other m various describable ways. The
sImple mstance does, then, reveal on inspection, matters of some
difficulty. "Common Sense" is alleged to be capable of handling such
matt.ers. In a practical sens.e this is pr?bably t!ue to some extent, e.g.
a chlld of ~wo ye~rs often gIves us ~he Im~ress:on that it is striving to
se~ure an zmposszbleresult. In domg so It dIscovers, practically, by
tnal, some, perhaps most, of the possible results. It cannot formulate
symbolically or express what it has done or how it has done it. It can
just ~o it .ag~in.and again z:;ith in,creasingprecision. It is learning the
pr.actzcallzmztatzons.to effectzve actzon. They may be natural or artificial.
TIme and the persIstent use of the inductive method will show which.

Since our o.bjective bears a resembla?-ce to t~e child's we might
do ~he same m regard. to the powers Inherent m association (or in
SocIety); but we desIre greater mastery than the child possesses,
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and our world is much more complicated than a plate with two apples
on it. Observations show us that the relationships w~ich exis~ between
the two apples would be materially altered by addmg a. third apple,
and are still more materially altered by addmg the chlld. By the
addition of the third apple fresh phys~cal relation.ships. ar.e establ~shed.
By the addition of the child, a ne~ k:nd of re~a~onship ISestabl~sh~d.
Much time might be spent in classlfymg assocIatIOnsand reclasslfymg
them. Do it as much as you can in the ti~e you have; bu.t do not was~e
your time. That is a counsel of perfectIon. The test IS the result m
regard to the value of the useful knowledge gained, an~ so ~uch. has,
in fact, been gained in the past that we may as well examme It, while at
the same time keeping an eye open for fresh sources of help.

We shall proceed, then, presently; to a~ ex~mination of the .m~jor
results gained by those who have studIed vanous mstances of assocIatIOn.
But, before we do so, it is necessary to linger for a few mome~ts ov~r
the statement which has just been made that no one, turmng his
attention to Society, has ever yet found in it a~y~ing ~u~ a ~um?er
of instances of association. It is only by stralmng hIS Imagmat1on
that he has been able to combine these and to picture them as a whole,
as a single instance of association. No one ~as eve~ seen. Society, or
heard it or felt it. Each of us apprehends It only m fragments, and,

.' .
then what we are actually able to glVe our attentIon to IS a separate
instance of association and its result. For example, nobody has ever
seen Society do any of the things which Society is commonly said to
do. When anyone has been said to be a witness of the vengeance of
Society, inflicted upon one or more of its members, what was actually
seen was a hangman, a rope, a support for a r?p~, a movea.b~ep~atform,
a superintending officer, a stopwatch and a vIctIm. Inqumng mto the
antecedents of these things one sees books, schools, churches, fields
in which hemp is growing, factories, the instruments of carpentry and
joinery, wig-makers, watchmakers, an~ homes and so ,?n. ~o one ?~'S
made it clearer than Douglas in the thIrd Chapter of SOCialCredIt,
and elsewhere. In the work cited, he says :-

" One ofthe first facts to be observed as part of the socialideal . . .
is the elevation of the group ideal and the minimising of indiv~dual~ty,
i.e. the treatment of individuality as subordinate to, e.g. natIOnahty.
The manifestations of this idea are almost endless. We have the
national idea the class or international idea, the identification of
the individu;l with the race, the school, the regiment, the profession,
and so forth. There is probably no more subtle and elusive subject
than the consideration of the exact relation of the group in all these
and countless other forms, to the individuals who compose the
groups. . . The shifting of emphasis from the individual to the
group, which is involved in collectivism, logically involves the
shifting of responsibility for action. This can be made, it would
appear, an interesting test of the validity of the theory.

11



For instance, the individual killing of one man by another we
term murder. But collective and wholesale killing, we dignify
by the name of war, and we specifically absolve the individual from
the consequences of any acts which are committed under the orders
of a superior officer. This appears to work admirably so long as the
results of the action do not take place on a plane on which they can
be observed; but immediately they do, the theory obviously breaks
down. There may be, ex hypothesi, no moral guilt attributable to
the individual who goes to war; but the effect of intercepting
the line of flight of a high-speed bullet will be found to be exactly
the same whether it is fired by a national or a private opponent.
Nations are alleged to have waged the first world war, butthe casualties
both oflife and property fell upon individuals. There is no such thing
as an effective national responsibility-it is a pure abstraction; under
cover of which, oppression and tyranny to individuals, which would
not be tolerated if inflicted by a personal ruler, escape effective
criticism. We do not know what is the automatic reaction consequent
on the killing of one individual by another, as distinct from the non-
automatic and artificial reaction involved in the trial and punishment
of a murderer in a court of law. But we do know that over every plane
of action with which we are acquainted, action and reaction are equal,
opposite and wholly automatic. Consequently there is nothing to
indicate that the automatic consequences of a given action will
exhibit any difference if committed under the orders of a superior
officer, or not."

These passages take us further than our present topic, but they
justify our present slow pace of progress. Take the sentence:

" There is probably no more subtle and elusive subject than the
consideration of the exact relation of the group in all these and
countless other forms, to the individuals who compose the groups."
It is subtle and elusive because something is constantly distracting

the attention from actualities; and before any headway can be made
we must practise uncomplicated attention to actualities just as a
cricketer practises uncomplicated attention to the movements of a
cricket ball in varying conditions. This is an entirely different matter
from the rules of the game of cricket. It is doubtless possible for a
cricketer to learn the rules of the game and how to bat concurrently;
but he can learn nothing about batting from the rules and nothing
about the rules from batting. Batting and the rules of cricket have no
connection with each other. It is not the rules of cricket which cause
the ball to rise for a catch; but the relative movements of bat and ball.
This, which is so obvious in cricket, has ceased to be obvious in the
discussion and the practice of association, or Society; and we can
only reacquire our ability to see the plain and the obvious in this" subtle
and elusive" sphere by, as it were, practice at the nets-not by study
of the rule book. Finished as they are in the application of objective

i !

! !
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standards, the passages quoted from Doug~as are the work of one' who
has practised at the nets. So ~e mu~t'pr~ctls~ ~t th~ n~ts unless we have
already done so until we reg~n faclllty 111~1stlngu1shing between rules
and strokes and can think w1thout confuslOn about rules and strokes.
Since the matter is plainly one which may involve the life and death
of individuals it is important.

Another matter :-
Douglas asserts that" for every ac.tion with which we are.a~~uainted,

action and reaction are equal, Oppos1teand wholly au~omatlc . Those
unacquainted with physical sC1e1?-cemay be remmde~ that these
constitute a statement of no less 1mportant an observat10n than that
contained in the Third Law of Motion of Sir Isaac Newton: "To
every action there is an equal and opposite reaction".

A very large part of the scienc~ of mechanics is an ela!:,oration ~f this
law and the demonstrations which usually accompany 1t are as s1mple
as those we have used to demonstrate a simple association-two apples
on a plate. Unless we can submit ourselve~ to the discipline of
considering such simple things, " the exact relatlon of the g~oup to. the
individuals who compose it " will always be a subtle and elus1vesubject.

Douglas draws attention to the. fact that" the c?nsequence of
intercepting the line of flight of a high-speed bullet w1l1be fow:d to
be exactly the same whether it is fired by a national or .a pr!v~te
opponent". It is quite possibl~ to expr~s~ w~at D~uglas 1S dnv111g
at in the statement that if there 1Sany val1d1ty111the 1deal plan of the
nature of society, a bullet fired with '~social :: au~o~~ty ough~ to effect
some change which a bullet fir~d W1thout soc1a~ autho~:ty c?ul~
not effect and that if experience fa1l~t~ rev~a~such a d1fference, S.oc!al.
authority is as incapable of establ1sh111g1t 111any other field as 1t 1S111
this. Things are either what they are or what they ought to be. Events
either occur as they do occur, or as t~ey ought to occur; we can take o,!r
choice whether we will deal with things as they are or whether we w111
deal with them as they are not, but ought to be. The impossibility of
establishing agreement concerni~g what they ough~ t? be as well as
our powerlessness to impose th1S ought, whatever 1t 1S, upon nature
as a whole determines that if we are to make any progress at
all, we mus~ consider things as they are, and we cannot do this unless
we do it completely. We cannot think if our minds are in a state of
perpetual conflict. The" oughts" belong to a different world from
the" is's" and we shall never understand tlie effective nature of society
unless we deal with these two worlds at least one at a time. Also talking
about them, even one at a time, is not the same thing as learning to
attend to them one at a time. We must practise that. Broadly speaking
every mention of society which tends to endow it with a quality, apart
from an observed result of association, will be found, on examination,
to be contaminated by some notion which is purely ideal. Whenever
a word is used to bring into the mind any notion of a difference in
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qualit~ of life, a~ between a civili~ed quality and a barbaric qUality,
a cultIvated gual~ty a!1d an uncultIvat~d qual}ty, a better quality and
a worse quahty, It wIll be found, on InSpectIOn, almost invariably to
have been used to do some violence to the individual's grasp of facts
to have deflected his mind from consideration of them-and this i~
practically disastrous. Our attention to the actual to the thing seen
the action performed, the events secured, the livi~g individual-mus~
not be relaxed for an instant if we really mean to gain useful notions
about the nature of society.

.. However far then we extend our observation of society, we shall
never be able to observe anything, but such elements as entered into
our description of a legal execution. They will not be all of this
grues~me n.ature; l:m~every element will be inevitably an instance
of thmgs In assocIatIOn. Under cloak of the phrase-" Social
Phenomena ", ~hese would be admissible to any text-book of sociology
-but even thIS phrase nevertheless tends to hide the fact that a
phe.nomenon is merely. an observed re~u1t in nature. Pursuing the
IndIcated method, w~ mIght spend ~ome tIme looking for a phenomenon,
an observed result In nature, WhICh does not arise from some mode
of association. None has been discovered yet. Society, for us as students
of it, is a complex of observablephenomena and phenomenena are observed
results in nature and all phenomena (all observedresults in nature) appear
to arise from some mode of association.

Beginning with the simplest, let us try to make a list of natural
mo?es of associati°Z:(i.e., modes we are able to observe in nature) with
WhlC~~e a~e acqua~nted. !he.re are the two apples on a plate. This
assocIatIOn IS of a kmd wh~ch IS usually called physical. A very large
number .0\ useful observatIOns have been made concerning this kind
of assoclatlOn and some of them have led us to the construction of
what we call machines. The apples and the plate are merely common
objects, each with certain more or less ascertainable antecedents related
to one another in space and time in ways which are more or less d~finable.

Suppose we exc~ange the plate for some simple support, and the
apples for a ro.d ralse~ on .the support. We have what is perhaps the
sImplest mac~ne, which IS called the lever. Experience shows us
that the rod IS moveable on the support, which is relatively fixed in
the ~ense that it can be moved less easily than the rod. The rod may be
straIght or curved or crooked and is so adjusted that it has to move
round a fi~ed axis-this is called the fulcrum. A natural consequence
of depressIng one end of the rod, is the elevation of the other end.

Let us suppose that the rod is of equal cross-sectional area and
uniformly dens.e-that is to s~y, that if we cut it up into pieces of equal
length every pIece would weIgh the same as any other piece-and let
us suppose that we support it in the middle. Experience tells us that
so placed it will " balance". Experience also shows that we can weight
the ends without disturbing this" balance" provided we apply equal
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weights to both ends at the same time, and that each addition to the
weight on one side is the same distance from the fulcrum as its fellow
on the other side. There is no limit to this proceeding, apart from the
availability of weights and the strength of the rod and its support.
This" balance" is at once disturbed if a weight is added or subtracted
without corresponding addition or subtraction to the counter-balancing
weight, or by moving the weight on one side nearer to the fulcrum
or farther away from it. This has the same effect as shifting the fulcrum
and then we find that this" balance" may be restored by increasing
the weight on the shorter arm without increase on the longer arm. If
we made a careful record of what was done in this way, provided the
weight of the rod is negligible in comparison with that of the" weights",
we should find that the length of the arm in the" balancing" position
on one side, multiplied by the weight on that side, was always equal
to the length of the other arm multiplied by its weight. In other words,
a smaller weight at the end of the long arm will "balance" a larger
weight at the end of the short arm.

A C

I

zlbs. 3

t tons
W

B
I

1

31bS.

Y tons
R

W.AC = R.BC

1\ 2

R = W.AC
(3 = 2 X }) BC

(Since you will find it hard to obtain a rod which has practically
no weight, your result might differ from this.)

If the rod weighs nothing, the larger weight is equal to the smaller
multiplied by the ratio of the long to the short arm of the rod.

Everyone knows the uses of the lever and that it is advantageous
to use it, e.g., a man applying his own weight to the end of the long
arm can lift a greater weight than his own. Something is gained in
efficiency-i.e. in the power to produce an intended result-and this
~omething is measured by the ratio of the long to the short arm. This
IS called the mechanical advantage.

For !he same reason that a halfpenny has to revolve oftener than a
penny If the two, rolling side by side, are to keep abreast, the end of
0e short arm moves more slowly than the end of the long arm; or,
1llthe same time, the end of the long arm moves farther than the end of
0e short arm. Thus it is often said that" what is gained in efficiency
IS lost in time."

!he anxiety of physicists to emphasise the counter-balancing of a
g~lll by a loss must not be misunderstood. It is not a denial of the
a vantage gained in the use of the lever. It is an attempt to discover
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the true source of this gain. The true source of this gain is the natural
properties of the associationwhich permits us to vary the opposingweights
to our advantage. What we cannot vary are these natural properties.

Levers have been divided into three classes according to whether
the Fulcrum, the Resistance or the Driving Force occupy the middle
position. A crowbar or a spade are levers of the first kind: a pair of
nut-crackers, or a wheel-barrow, and an oar, are levers of the second
kind; a pair of sugar tongs is a lever of the third kind. The Balance
and the Steel-yard are modifications of the lever; the other simple
machines are the pulley, the inclined plane, and the screw, each with
its characteristic mechanical advantage.

Every simple machine consists of more or less massive parts and
its characteristic action is displayed only in the presence of something
which produces, or tends to produce movement in these parts.

Inspection of one of these machines in action elicits curiosity in
the observer concerning it, and this is quite enough to know that
physical association is a very respectable subject for investigation
and a fruitful source of observed results which are advantageous.

Results.
Phenomena - observed results in nature (of association).
Association - the apparent source of phenomena.
Society - complex associations into which human beings

enter with each other.

Additional Notes.
The lecture is planned to serve as an introduction to the inductive

method" go on looking until you find it is not so. If you cannot find
it is not so, say' no case has been found' ". Students unfamiliar with
the methods of the natural sciences will be prone to revert to logical
argument or to seek for ultimate causes, e.g., why is W.AC = R.BC?This is the constant result obtained by the actual measurement and it
arises out of the association. Students should make this point of view
familiar to themselves and should resist the temptation to enter into
argument or philosophical discussion. Social Credit takes account
of everything relevant to social life, but from the definite point of view
of " the power to produce the result intended". The effects of beliefs
in modifying efficiency are thus matters for consideration. But each
effect must be treated in its own place lecture by lecture.
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We are trying to learn something about ASSOCIATIONS, because
human society is AN ASSOCIATION. . . the most complex
association we know: a vast construct, or complex, of separate
associations.

A simpler association than a ruler balanced on the edge of a knife
it would be hard to find, yet results of great importance have b~en
gained by paying attention to this >:ery simple ~n~tance. By wa~ching
what happens when similar very sImple assocIatIOns.are estabhshed,
a vast amount of useful knowledge has been acquued by man---;-
knowledge of HOW TO DO THINGS. A short name for man s
knowledge of how to do things is Culture.

The men who did most of this work were wise in that they m~de
haste slowly. They found that they were most successful when the Job
was easy so they stuck to simple easy matters. All the great practIcal
achieve~ents are due to their persistence in this course: modern
technology, engineering, c?elnistry, agriculture. The most wonde-
rful thing about these IS THE RESULTS: each of the steps
taken to reach these results was a childishly simple and easy step.

It is not because Social Credit is "mechanistic" (whateve~ th~t
may mean), or because it is a br~ch ?f the science of MechanIcs (It
isn't) that we are at present consldenng some of the better-k?own.
results of elementary mechanics. It is .because th~y .are very sII?ple
in themselves, and illustrate the propertIes of assocIatIons of all klllds
as nothing else can do.

Every association has a RESULT. This is its INCREMENT OF
ASSOCIATION.

At the close of the present lecture, we shall have reached two
important conclusions:

(1) Each of the ELEMENTS in an association is effective in its
own way.

(2) Knowledge of the RESULT of an association is, and can be
derived PRACTICALLY by observing the CIRCUM-
STANCES IN WHICH IT OCCURS.

Both of these generalisations are of supreme importance to anyone
who wishes let us say to control the Social Credit. They are well
un~erstood 'by those ~ho wish to dilninish it. !tf!y?ne w~o wishes
to lllcrease it had better be as wel1-informed, and It IS ImpossIble to be
well-informed about matters of this kind without considering them
carefully by easy stages.

The chief instance of association and its result considered last week
,,:as one which involved the tendency of matter to move in certain
Cl!Cumstances. We saw that some of these circumstances might be
cOntrolled, leading to the gain of an advantage called the mechanical
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